AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Please replace the pending claims with the following listing of claims: 
1-31 (Cancelled) 

32. (Currently Amended) A system for resecting at least a portion of a lateral or 
medial facet at the proximal end of a tibia, the system comprising: 

a rasp body having a bottom surface with a plurality of cutting edges and an 
opposing top surface with an opening extending from the bottom surface to the top 
surface , the rasp body being adapted for placement on a lateral or medial facet at a 
proximal end of a tibia such that the plurality of cutting edges can contact the facet; 

a rasp guide mounted on the rasp body so that the rasp body can freely reciprocate 
relative to the rasp guide, the rasp guide being mounted on the rasp body in alignment 
with the opening on the rasp body so that at least a portion of the rasp guide b e ing is 
accessible at or through the bottom surface of the rasp body; and 

an elongated retention rod having a connector adapted to removably couple with 
the rasp guide , the rasp guide, the retention rod, or the combination thereof projecting 
entirely through the opening on the rasp body . 

33. (Previously Presented) A system as recited in claim 32, wherein the rasp body 
comprises a plate having the bottom surface with the plurality of cutting edges formed thereon, 
the bottom surface of the plate being arched. 

34 (Cancelled) 
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35. (Previously Presented) A system as recited in claim 32, wherein the rasp guide 
comprises: 

a slide plate slidably mounted on the rasp body; 

a pair of spaced apart forks projecting from the slide plate so as to extend beyond 
the bottom surface of the rasp body; and 

a pin extending between the spaced apart forks. 

36. (Original) A system as recited in claim 32, wherein the retention rod comprises: 
a tubular set rod; and 

a hook rod disposed within the tubular set rod. 



4 



Serial No. 10/750,615 



37. (Currently Amended) A system for resecting at least a portion of a lateral or 
medial facet at a proximal end of a tibia, th e tibia having a tunn e l with a proximal e nd at a 
lat e ral, m e dial, or ant e rior sid e of a proximal e nd of th e tibia and a distal e nd at th e lat e ral or 
m e dial fac e t of th e tibia, the system comprising: 

a first resecting template comprising a top surface and an opposing bottom 
surface, the first resecting template at least partially bounding a first guid e spac e plurality 
of elongated open channels extending through the first resecting template from the top 
surface to the bottom surface, the first resecting template being adapted for placement on 
the lateral or medial facet of the tibia such that the first guid e spac e is plurality of 
elongated open channels are aligned with at least a first portion of the lateral or medial 
facet of the tibia to be resected when the first resecting template is placed on the facet; 

a retention rod having a first end removably connected to the resecting template 
from the bottom surface of the first resecting template, the retention rod projecting away 
from the bottom surface at an orientation away from the top surface adapt e d to fit within 
th e tunn e l form e d on th e tibia ; and 

m e ans for r e movably attaching th e r e t e ntion rod to th e top or bottom surfac e of 
th e first r e s e cting t e mplate so that th e r e t e ntion rod can s e cur e th e first r e s e cting t e mplat e 
to th e lat e ral or m e dial fac e t of the tibia wh e n th e r e t e ntion rod is r e c e ived within th e 
tunn e l of th e tibia a rasp having a first end slidably positioned within one of the plurality 
of elongated open channels from the top surface of the first resecting template, the rasp 
projecting away from the top surface at an orientation away from the bottom surface . 

38. (Currently Amended) A system as recited in claim 37, wherein the first 
resecting template comprises a plate having a top surface and an opposing bottom surface, the 
first guid e spac e plurality of elongated open channels extending between the top surface and the 
bottom surface so as to be completely bounded by the plate. 

39 (Cancelled) 

40 (Cancelled) 
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41. (Previously Presented) A system as recited in claim 37, further comprising a 
second resecting template at least partially bounding a second guide space extending through the 
second resecting template, the second resecting template being adapted for placement on the 
lateral or medial facet of the tibia such that the second guide space is aligned with at least a 
second portion of the lateral or medial facet to be resected. 

42. (Currently Amended) A system as recited in claim 37, wh e r e in th e m e ans for 
r e movably e ngaging th e r e t e ntion rod to th e first cutting t e mplat e compris e s further comprising a 
hook formed on an end of the retention rod , the hook being removably connected to the resecting 
template . 

43. (Original) A system as recited in claim 37, wherein the retention rod comprises: 
a tubular set rod; and 

a hook rod disposed within the tubular set rod. 

44. (Previously Presented) A system as recited in claim 32, further comprising an 
opening formed on the bottom surface of the rasp body, the rasp guide having at least a portion 
thereof secured within the opening so as to prevent unwanted separation between the rasp body 
and the rasp guide, the rasp guide being slidably disposed within the opening. 

45. (Previously Presented) A system as recited in claim 44, wherein a portion of the 
rasp guide projects from the opening and past the bottom surface of the rasp body. 

46. (Previously Presented) A system as recited in claim 32, wherein the connector 
of the retention rod is removably connected to the rasp guide. 
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47. (Currently Amended) A system for resecting at least a portion of a lateral or 
medial facet at the proximal end of a tibia, the system comprising: 

a rasp body having an arched bottom surface with an opening and a plurality of 
cutting edges formed thereon , the rasp body being adapted for placement on a lateral or 
medial facet at a proximal end of a tibia; 

an elongated retention rod; and 

means for removably engaging the retention rod with the rasp body such that the 
rasp body can be selectively reciprocated without substantial movement of the retention 
rod , wherein the retention rod or the means for removably engaging extends through the 
opening on the rasp body . 

48. (Currently Amended) A system for resecting at least a portion of a lateral or 
medial facet at the proximal end of a tibia, the system comprising: 

a rasp body having a bottom surface with a plurality of cutting edges formed 
thereon and an opening being formed on the bottom surface , the rasp body being adapted 
so that the plurality of cutting edges can be placed on a lateral or medial facet at a 
proximal end of a tibia , an op e ning b e ing form e d on th e bottom surfac e; 

a rasp guide having at least a portion thereof secured within the opening formed 
on the bottom surface of the rasp body, the rasp guide being freely slidable relative to the 
rasp body; and 

an elongated retention rod removably coupled with the rasp guide, the rasp guide, 
the retention rod, or the combination thereof projecting entirely through the opening on 
the rasp body . 

49. (Previously Presented) A system as recited in claim 48, wherein a portion of the 
rasp guide projects from the opening and past the bottom surface of the rasp body. 
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50. (Previously Presented) A system for resecting at least a portion of a lateral or 
medial facet at the proximal end of a tibia, the system comprising: 

a rasp body having a bottom surface with a plurality of cutting edges, the rasp 
body being adapted for placement on a lateral or medial facet at a proximal end of a tibia; 
an elongated retention rod; and 

means for removably engaging the retention rod with the rasp body such that the 
rasp body can be selectively reciprocated without substantial movement of the retention 
rod, the means for removably engaging comprising: 

a slide plate slidably mounted on the rasp body; 

a pair of spaced apart forks projecting from the slide plate so as to extend 

beyond the bottom surface of the rasp body; 

a pin extending between the spaced apart forks; and 

a hook formed on the end of the retention rod, the hook being configured 

to hook over the pin. 
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